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ARMENIA / ARTSAKH 

WANT PEACE 

 

 

 

 

About 150 Twin Cities Armenians, 
their families and friends marched on 
Saturday, October 17, 2020 for peace 
and justice in Armenia and Artsakh. 

Marty 

Cynthia and John 

Continue donating to the Armenia Fund or AGBU, 
or any other organization you trust. 
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John Sarkis Najarian was born on Dec. 22, 
1927, in Oakland, Calif., to Armenian parents. His 
father, Garabed, sold rugs, and his mother, Siran, 
was a homemaker. 

Dr. Najarian said he began thinking of a medical 
career when, at 12, he was hospitalized for six 
weeks with a ruptured appendix. His doctors and 
nurses impressed him. “I was going to do everything 
I could, if I made it through this, to find out how I 
could become one of them,” he said in the oral histo-
ry. 

He studied medicine at the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley. After growing up in the Bay Area, he 
played college football as an offensive tackle for the 
University of California, Berkeley, joining the team in its 
1949 Rose Bowl loss to Northwestern. 

“The two weeks leading up to the Rose Bowl were 
when my med school classmates spent their time stud-
ying for finals, which were very important and very diffi-
cult in the first year,” Najarian was quoted as saying 

in Cal Sports Quarterly. “So I went to the Rose Bowl 
with a suitcase full of books, which I never opened, 
needless to say.” 

He served as a heart surgeon in the U.S. Air Force, 
and it was there that he became interested in transplant 
surgery. He quickly became a successful organ-
transplant surgeon and was recruited by many colleg-
es, ultimately choosing the University of Minnesota De-
partment of Surgery, where then-chief of surgery Dr. 
Owen Wangensteen was building an academic medi-
cine program known internationally for surgical innova-
tion and a tolerance for unconventional approaches. 

Najarian built on early achievements in transplant 
research and surgery that began during Dr. Owen 
Wangensteen’s tenure, turning the U into a national 
organ transplant leader. Najarian took over as head 
of surgery there in 1967, after Wangensteen retired. 
He was 39 at the time. 

He “did the tough cases,” Dr. Sayeed Ikramuddin, 

NYT - Dr. John Najarian in 1993. He was a renowned 
transplant surgeon and chief of surgery at the Universi-
ty of Minnesota Hospitals who made headlines through-
out his career. Credit...Judy Griesedieck/Star Tribune, 
via Getty Images 

NYT - Dr. Najarian in 
1976, describing the first 
successful tissue trans-
plant he performed to 
combat diabetes. Cred-
it...United Press Interna-
tional 

NYT - Credit...Mark 
Peterson/UPI 

Pioneer Press - Dr. John Najarian is 
pictured in the operating theater 
during his long tenure at the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota 

Star Tribune - Dr. John Najarian, at right, in 
1976, next to Sen. Hubert Humphrey.. Credit 
.. Kent Kobersteen—RPA Star Tribune - University of Minnesota trans-

plant surgeon Dr. John Najarian, shown in 1993   
Credt .. Judy Griesediek – RPA  

Dr. John Najarian 
Star Trib Headline 

Pioneering University 
of Minnesota trans-
plant surgeon Dr. John 
S. Najarian dies at 92 

https://calbears.com/sports/2007/7/23/207736802.aspx
https://med.umn.edu/bio/surgery-faculty-a-z/sayeed-ikramuddin
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current chairman of the University’s department of 
surgery, said by email. Dr. Najarian performed trans-
plants on kidney patients with diabetes, for instance, 
or patients so fragile that other doctors would not op-
erate. 

In 1970, he gave a new kidney to reportedly the 
youngest patient ever to have received one at the 
time - a 6-week-old boy. Dr. Najarian used magnify-
ing lenses to connect the tiny arteries. In 1981, he 
headed a surgical team that performed a liver trans-
plant on one of the oldest patients ever to undergo 
the operation, a 64 year-old man. 

Months later, he and his team transplanted an 
adult kidney into a 10-month-old boy who, at 8.8 
pounds (the child’s use of an artificial kidney ma-
chine had prevented him from growing), was the 
smallest patient ever to receive such an operation at 
the Minnesota center, which by then was performing 
transplants on children regularly. 

In November 1982, Dr. Najarian performed what 
may have been his highest-profile surgery. The pa-
tient was Jamie Fiske, who became the youngest 
successful liver transplant recipient when Dr. Najari-
an performed the operation a few weeks before her 
first birthday. Her parents had made a widely publi-
cized appeal for a donor. 

“They were told that she wouldn’t survive that 
kind of an operation,” Dr. Najarian said in an oral his-
tory recorded in 2011 for the University of Minneso-
ta’s Academic Health Center. “I’m not the kind of guy 
that takes that lightly. So I told them, ‘If a liver be-
comes available, we’ll transplant it, and it will work’ 
— a pretty brash statement, but it did.” The publicity 
surrounding her case raised awareness of the plight 
facing the growing number of patients in need of do-
nated organs. This led to national legislation estab-
lishing an organ donation and transplant system. 

Dr. Najarian married Mignette Anderson in 1952; 
she died in 2019. A son, Paul, died in 2014. In addi-
tion to his son Peter, he is survived by his sons Jon 
and David, 12 grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren. 

In a 2010 interview with Twin Cities PBS, Dr. 
Najarian, who was then still performing the occasion-
al surgery, was asked if the sight of a transplanted 
organ coming to life in its new host ever got old. 

“When that kidney goes in and makes the first 
drop of urine,” he said, “when the liver goes in and 
makes the first drop of bile, and when the lung goes 
in and expands — these things are marvelous, and 
they’re a miracle today, and I’ll never get tired of see-
ing it.” 

 

Bedros Keljik 

History Reminiscences 

Can you quickly spot Bedros Keljik without looking at 
the bottom roster? 

Escaped  the Ottoman Empire 1890, joined the Os-
man (Name of the founder of the  Ottoman Empire) 
Masonic Temple in 1909.  

Tossed the Ottoman fez in Mar-
seille Harbor in 1890, returned 
the fez to his head in 1909! The 
half crescent and star remain 
components of Turkey’s flag to-
day. 

The ACOM Book Club, led by Leroy Erickson, 
has been meeting monthly on Zoom throughout the 
year.  Summer months were taken off, and the group 
reconnected in September.  Some of the regular at-
tendees, other than Leroy, have been:  Tom K, Jim & 
Margaret F, Cynthia E, Kassian V, Tashina P, Peter 
H, Azad M, Andrea J, Francis B, Joe T, Ruth & Aram 
C, Joan P, Alfred K. 

For November, the group will read: "The Struc-
ture Is Rotten, Comrade" by Viken Berberian, and for 
December, they tentatively will be reading "Feast of 
Ashes: The Life and Art of David Ohannessian" by 
Sato Moughalian.  

If you are interested in joining this group, contact 
Leroy at: leroy.erickson@minnmicro.com  

ACOM Book Club News 

https://www.nytimes.com/1982/11/06/us/around-the-nation-infant-girl-undergoes-a-liver-transplant.html?searchResultPosition=1
mailto:leroy.erickson@minnmicro.com
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DATE DAY TIME EVENT 

2020    

11-9 Monday 5:30P ACOM Board Meeting—ZOOM 

11-15 Sunday 1:00P ADE Dance Rehearsal—ZOOM 

11-19 Thursday 7:00P ACOM Book Club Meeting—ZOOM 

11-29 Sunday 2:00P Armenian Folkdance Teaching - ZOOM 

12-6 Sunday 1:00P ADE Dance Rehearsal—ZOOM 

12-14 Monday 5:30P ACOM Board Meeting—ZOOM 

12-17 Thursday 7:00P ACOM Book Club Meeting—ZOOM 

12-20 Sunday 1:00P ADE Dance Rehearsal—ZOOM 

12-27 Sunday 2:00P Armenian Folkdance Teaching - ZOOM 

2021    

TBD   ACOM Gaghant Virtual Gathering 

    

ACOM 2020 - CALENDAR OF EVENTS -  Nov.—Dec. 
            Questions, Suggestions, email:  jpderboghossian@gmail.com 
                    or call ACOM President, John at: 231-313-1612 

Armenian-American Sketches 
by Bedros Keljik,  

Edited by Christopher Atamian, Lou Ann Matossian, 
and Barlow Der Mugrdechian. 

 
This book provides a wealth 
of information about the early 
Armenian community in 
America within the 29 short 
stories written originally in 
Armenian by Bedros Keljik.  
Bedros Keljik’s Armenian-
American Sketches, original-
ly published in Armenian in 
1944 as Amerigahay 
Badgerner, is the work of a 
member of the pioneer gen-
eration of Armenian immi-
grants, and is of both literary 
and historical significance. 

Now fully translated into English for the first time and 
recently published as Volume 8 in the Armenian Se-
ries of The Press at California State University, Fres-
no, these stories retain their vitality, humor, pathos, 
and relevance.  

Twenty of the short stories were translated by 
the late Aris Sevag, one by Lou Ann Matossian, and 
eight pieces, originally published in Baikar, were 
translated by Vartan Matiossian. Volume editors 
Christopher Atamian, Lou Ann Matossian, and Bar-
low Der Mugrdechian have also included an enlight-
ening biography of Keljik, “An Armenian Odyssey: 

From the Euphrates to the Mississippi,” written by his 
grandchildren, Mark and Thomas Keljik, as well as 
Bedros Keljik’s own translation of his fellow-
Kharpertsi author Roupen Zartarian’s “How Death 
Came to the Earth.”  

Armenians began arriving in America in large 
numbers at the end of the nineteenth and the begin-
ning of the twentieth centuries. They established 
themselves in communities throughout the United 
States, maintaining their Armenian culture, while also 
becoming acclimated to life in America. In Armenian-
American Sketches, author Bedros Keljik brings to 
life this period in Armenian-American history. With 
keen observation, Keljik provides the reader with an 
often humorous insight into that life, with all of its 
sadness and joy, with the sense of community, and 
with the hard work and challenges faced by the im-
migrants. This is a book which will appeal to any 
reader who seeks to understand the immigrant expe-
rience in the United States. 

 
Click below to purchase from the NAASR Bookstore:  

https://naasr.org/products/armenian-
american-sketches 

https://naasr.org/products/armenian-american-sketches
https://naasr.org/products/armenian-american-sketches
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ACOM WEBSITE 
Remember to continue to check 
our website:  

www.mnarmenians.org 
 
 
FROM OUR MAIL BAG 
 

THANK YOU 
We were proud to serve as a partner to the Cafesjian 
Family Foundation as they supported Armenian fami-
lies and individuals in Minnesota who have been 
deeply impacted by COVID-19. It is important that 
we continue to find ways to support each other dur-
ing these challenging and uncertain times. We thank 
the Cafesjian Family Foundation for their generous 
support of our community. 
ACOM Board 
  

Dear ADE members, 
Thank you so much for your thoughtfulness!! We re-
ceived a box of delicious treats yesterday & have all 
been enjoying them!  It was so kind of you to send 

them to Marcie (who is very good at sharing...  )   
We will always miss Marcie's dad... But it has been 
comforting to remember him, as Marcie's family real-
ly has come together in many ways to help her mom, 
we are all sharing stories and photos of our favorite 
Ted memories.  He was just a really good man, who 
did his best to help make things better in the world.   
Thanks again, 
Kathleen, Marcie & Mari  
 

ACOM BOARD 
The Hernandez Abreu family GREATLY appreciates 
the Linden Hills Coop gift card, and my mom and Ja-
maica and I absolutely savored the fruit basket.  We 
have one gigantic plum (biggest I've ever seen) left 
now.  The fruit basket actually helped tempt Jamaica 
to my mom's house because we said she'd have to 
come over to get her share, so that was a plus. 
Kassian V.  
 
I am deeply moved by the peaceful way of making 
our thoughts into the public realm.  I have not seen 
this approach before (Oct. 17 March in St. Paul).   
Thank you. I will try to come, via zoom, to something. 
Der Yeprem  

 
I was "at" the poetry IALA reading yesterday, but re-
ally got tied up today.  Wish I could have been there 
(Oct. 17 March in St. Paul). 
Thanks for all you do 
Der Yeprem  

 
I'm always awed by the range of activities in the an-

nual ACOM newsletter. For a small community, you 
guys punch far above your weight. 
Gary Lind-Sinanian (ALMA. MA)  
 

SYMPATHY 
 It is with great sadness that we share the loss of a 
dear friend of ours, a former ADE dance member, 
Lance Benishek, who danced with us in the 1990s.  
He was well known in the U.S. for  his research and 
documentation of early 20

th
 century American dance, 

yet he enjoyed dancing with the Armenians and we 
all had fun getting to know him.  He passed away in 
his sleep on June 26, 2020 after a long illness.  He 
was only 59.  We will miss you, Lance!  
 
Our warmest condolences to Marcie Myers on the 
loss of her beloved father in August 2020.  He was 
a very kind gynecologist who had delivered 
“thousands” of babies….  Our sympathy is also ex-
tended to Marcie’s family, Kathleen Daniels and Mari 
Daniels Myers, both ADE dance company members.  
 
Another local Armenian great humanitarian, Dr. 
John Najarian, passed away on August 31, 2020 at 
the age of 92.  ACOM is saddened by this loss and 
wishes courage to John and Mignette’s sons and 
grandchildren during these difficult times.  ACOM 
community members’ expressions and recollections 
are found in this newsletter.  
 
Unbelievable as this may sound, Kassian Vaubel’s 
sister, Alexis Hernandez Abreu, passed away on 
September 21, 2020 at the young age of 49, after an 
extremely long battle with cancer. ACOM sends their 
most heartfelt condolences to her husband and chil-
dren, Alexis’ mom, Carol, her brother Kass, her niece 
Jamaica, and many, many friends and family mem-
bers. She will be missed for a very long time. (See 
more in related article in this newsletter)  
 
Sincere condolences to the Kourajians, specifically 
Art Kourajian, on the loss of his sister-in-law, Myrna 
Kourajian.  She died on October 11, 2020 in Hugo, 
MN at the age of 89.  Preceded in death by her par-
ents, husband John and other family members.  
 
ACOM extends its sincere condolences to Patty 
Kardashian for the loss of her beloved father in Ari-
zona.  He had been ill for a while, and the family was 
with him when he passed on October 24, 2020.  
 
SPEEDY RECOVERY 
ACOM wishes all Armenians in the ACOM communi-
ty, their families and friends who have been afflicted 

(Continued on page 6) 

http://www.mnarmenians.org
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by Covid-19, a very speedy and full recovery. 
Prayers go out to all those who are suffering from 
this horrible disease or from any other ailment that is 
holding them back. 
Also, good luck to all those who have lost their regu-
lar employment, again due to Covid-19.  We have to 
keep up our faith and positive attitude, even though it 
seems so very hard to do sometimes.  
 
To Terry McGibbon who had total right knee re-
placement surgery on June 23, 2020.  Even though 
he was active and continued to dance (until Covid-
19…), his knees were very painful.  The doctors 
called him “stoic”.  Then on September 15, 2020, he 
had his other knee replaced, figuring the time is per-
fect now to get this done and get it over with.  Thank 
God, he is on the path to recovery now, and feels as 
good as his shiny cobalt/chromium and titanium knee 
implants……The bells will sure be ringing at the air-
port security if he ever decides to travel…..!! 
 
‘Tis the Season to’… have knee replacement sur-
geries…  The other ABC (Armenian By Choice) in 
the ACOM community to succumb to the side effects 
of being extremely active is Jim Favre from Roches-
ter, MN.  He had his first total knee replacement sur-
gery on October 22, 2020 and has planned the sec-
ond one for January 2021.  Surgery was successful, 
and we wish him a speedy recovery.  Jim, we know 
you will do really well on your new knee joint and will 
go back to your favorite activities in no time (COVID-
19 permitting ...)  
 
Mitchell Erickson, an avid and very active soccer 
player, tore his ACL, MCL, Meniscus, and Patellar 
Tendon (besides dislocating his shoulder) while play-
ing soccer on Jan 27, 2020.  He had surgery on Feb 
7th, and has been going to physical therapy since 
then.  His knee has recovered so that he can run, but 
he's still not back to the point of feeling normal or be-
ing able to play soccer.  Good luck, Mitchell, and 
hopefully, you will be fully recovered soon.  
 

ACOM VOSKI ASHOUN 2020 
Due to the fact that ACOM, like any other group or 
organization, cannot hold “in-person” events, the 
Board decide to present the annual Voski Ashoun 
program this year on ZOOM.  Those who connected 
and joined through the link thoroughly enjoyed the 
short stories read by Peter Hajinian, the poems read 
by Andrea Johnson, and the combined video and 
music clip of Henry Gregorian, taken from his past 
performances. 
If you missed this interesting program, you can go to 

ACOM’s website, Voski Ashoun link. 

(Continued from page 5) 
Thanks for sharing this presentation. I watched and 
listened sometimes with joy and tears. So proud of 
all the work ACOM does for our small community. 
Azad  M. 
 
REFLECTIONS ON DR. JOHN NAJARIAN 
I read the obit.  What A COURAGEOUS MAN with 
such integrity.  Humanity has lost a gift. 
Der Yeprem K.  
 
Hey Pete  (Najarian), sorry for your family’s loss.  As 
a member of the Twin Cities Armenian community, 
we have always been incredibly proud of the icon, 
yet so personable figure your father was.  He was an 
amazing person outside of all his medical accom-
plishments.  Praying peace for you. 
Mark W.  
Pete re-tweeted this and over 3300 people have 
seen it last I checked.  I know we were all so proud 
to have a connection to him. 
  
I am sure he will be remembered by his patients and 
their families with great gratitude, and by his friends 
and family with great sadness and loss.  We can 
hope his legacy will inspire others, especially in 
these times of COVID and so much suffering. 
Joan P. 
 
A huge loss to our community.  A giant.  My mother 
always sat in the pew right across from John and  
Mignette at Plymouth Congregational Church.  She 
thought he was like God. 
Andrea J.  
 
Sad, though not unexpected, but it also made me 
feel very proud that he got a large front-page arti-
cle!  I went to school with his youngest son, Pete, at 
Mpls. Central. Dr. Najarian always attended his foot-
ball games and it was cool to get to see him, though 
I never actually "met" him in person.   
Kassian V. 
 
I take it you all saw the write up about Dr. Najarian in 
today's paper.  Was on the front page. He died in the 
past few days. Another pioneer. I'm so glad he came 
to the Twin Cities. 
Cynthia E.  
 
I saw the sad news in the paper this morning.  
We had our regular weekly Neighborhood coffee on 
our outdoor deck and Dr Paul Quie who worked with 
John gave wonderful stories of John’s leadership in 
putting the Univ. of MN on the medical map.  
I have 2 interviews done with John Najarian which 
Terry put on the ACOM website for our Armenian 
community.  
Francis B.  

http://mnarmenians.org/acom-life/item/137-voski-ashoun-2020
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CONGRATULATIONS 
To ACOM’s dear friends, Ruth and Aram Charchian, 
on the occasion of their 56

th
 Wedding Anniversary 

which they celebrated on July 25, 2020.  
 
FESTIVAL OF NATIONS  
In an on-line meeting with members of the Interna-
tional Institute of Minnesota and directors of the Fes-
tival of Nations, we were told that they had to make 
the tough decision of not renewing their reservation 
at the Xcel center and canceling 2021 Festival of 
Nations!   This is very sad news for many of us per-
sonally, and for the ACOM community, as we have 
been involved with the Festival since it started back 
in 1932.  However, until a solution is found for 
COVID, we are going to remain in limbo for a lot of 
activities that we typically expect to see happen..... 
 
Some wise words from Janet Rith-Najarian:on the 
FON: 
That is a stunning disappointment. We had a surreal 
Spring, followed by a Summer in limbo, but now we 
are going down that slippery slide into Winter. I fear 
that life as we know it is really going to start to 
change in all kinds of ways, with all kinds of losses, 
and ripple effects in the economy, in healthcare, in 
our communities. We need to brace ourselves and 
find ways to support each other in this shifting land-
scape.  
Janet   
 
ACOM GAGHANT – JANUARY 2021  
IN-PERSON EVENT CANCELLED 
Due to the ongoing concerns of COVID-19 and the 
closure of MidPointe Event center, ACOM has decid-
ed not to hold a “physical/in person” Gaghant cele-
bration this year. This was not an easy decision. This 
will be the first time in 40 years that we haven't cele-
brated Gaghant. But we are convinced this is best for 
everyone’s safety, protection and good health.  Even 
though ACOM's Gaghant location, MidPointe Event 
Center, and the musicians from Music Mundial were 
reserved since January 2020, the unfortunate events 
in Minneapolis and St. Paul in June which resulted in 
riots, fires, and the destruction and closure of Mid-
Pointe, made it an additional factor that accelerated 
our decision to change our annual Gaghant event 
into a virtual one. 
ACOM has plans for this virtual Gaghant at the be-
ginning of January 2021!  We will send out more in-
formation later this year through email and will be 
posted on our website. 

INTERESTING ARTICLES TO READ 

The South Dakota State history press published a 
quarterly booklet and the last issue had a long article 
about Laura Ingalls Wilder's daughter, Rose Wilder 
Lane and her work for Near East Relief in 1922. She 
said “It was in Armenia that I learned fear” and wrote 
about the Armenian Genocide.  I urge you to read it.  
The title of the booklet is South Dakota History, Vol. 
50 No. 2 Summer 2020.  
Azad M.  
 
Another article you may find interesting to read is:  
Are Armenians Caucasians?  If you search  Are Ar-
menians Caucasians? - PeopleOfAr, you will find this 
long and very interesting article that you can read at 
your leisure. 
Ruth C.  
 
COMMUNITY NEWS 

In March 2020, Leroy and Cynthia Erickson traveled 
to California to help their eldest son Christopher and 
his family move to a different apartment. Little did 
they expect that, after Leroy returned to MN, Cynthia 
would end up staying several months to provide child 
care during the pandemic! It was a great time, 
though, and Cynthia and her grandson Agni got to 
know each other quite well, through reading books, 
racing Matchbox cars, making video calls to distant 
family members, and playing in a sink full of water. 
Agni learned 'chope chope' and a variety of other Ar-
menian vocabulary and took his first independent 
steps while Grandma was with him. So exciting! We 
visited the Famous Ferry Building Farmers Market, 
Ocean Beach, Muir Woods, and the more local 
Crocker Park. Grandma Cynthia recognizes what an 
unusual gift their time together was! 
  

My name is Lisa Meuwissen.  My mom and I joined 
Roxie Charchian at an ACOM New Year’s event a 
while back.  We really enjoyed it.  My mom is still 
fighting cancer and we are lucky to still have her with 
us today.  She is doing well but we take it week by 
week.     
My mom Armeny was Armeny Mugurian from Michi-
gan.  Her parents both came from Turkey when they 
were young through Ellis Island and then to Detroit, 
Michigan.  Their names were Charles and Agnes 
Mugurian.   My daughter’s name is Alex, and baby 
Reese was born on August 27, in Lincoln, NE.  .  

(Continued on page 9) 

https://www.peopleofar.com/2020/05/09/are-armenians-caucasians/
https://www.peopleofar.com/2020/05/09/are-armenians-caucasians/
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MARGE GOGIAN & TURK’s INN 

Marge Gogian’s life was all about style. She was a 
New York City fashion design-
er for decades, until her fa-
ther’s heart attack in the 
1970s, when she moved home 
to help run the family’s restau-
rant near the Namekagon Riv-
er and Hayward. 
    This was no casual, log 
cabin setting, and it was re-
markably out of place for 
Northwoods Wisconsin. 
Marge’s parents were Armeni-
ans, but born in Turkey, and 
their arranged marriage lasted 
53 years. 

Turk’s Inn lasted almost 80 years, until Marge’s 
death in late February at age 85. The last time I saw 
her was in 2010, when she was filling in for a wait-
ress who didn’t make it to work. 

The restaurant was as much of a piece of art as 
Marge’s world of fabrics and runway models. Most 
ceilings and walls were hues of red. Linen napkins 
were light pink. Chairbacks were nearly lime green. 
Holiday tree lights twinkled all year, on archways and 
pillars. 

The menu was exotic for its time and location: 
appetizers of flaky, cheese-filled borek. kabobs of 
lamb, served with nutty pilaf, and slices of baklava, 
served with thick Turkish coffee for dessert. 

With the passage of time, the restaurant’s Per-
sian textiles, Byzantine art and souvenirs from world-
wide travels became artifacts. The once-common 
celebrity sightings – verified by many framed, auto-
graphed photos – turned into snapshots of a heyday 
history. 

Turk’s Inn patronage crossed the political spec-
trum: from Supreme Court Justice Harry Blackmun to 
the Kennedys – John, Robert and Ted. How some of 
them found their way to Hayward remains a mystery. 

In Wisconsin are at least 12,000 places to eat 
and drink, and most of the businesses that are inde-
pendently owned fail within the first year. Turk’s Inn 
did more than just survive. 

The menu stated that “the art of cooking is an art 
to be proud of” and “eating should be an unhurried 
pleasure.” My last meal at Turk’s Inn lasted almost 
three delicious hours, with the gracious Marge doing 
it all: taking orders, pouring wine and serving food 
from a cart wheeled carefully from kitchen to table. 

For all I knew, she was also preparing the food. 
The other dozen diners that night were celebrating a 

birthday and a soldier’s recent return from war – spe-
cial occasions that deserved a special setting. 

You could call Turk’s Inn an at-risk tourist gem 
and not be wrong. You also could argue that keeping 
it open wouldn’t be right. 

“It probably won’t open again,” acknowledges 
Tom Shuman, a longtime family friend and executor 
of Marge’s will. “It was such a legend in its day.” 

 
Recollections 

I worked at the Turk’s Inn in Hayward, WI, many 
years ago. 
My uncle Arthur Bulbulian knew Marge’s father 
George Gogian. I worked there during the summer of 
1962 during a break from college. At the time, Marge 
(the bartender), her mother (the cook) and father (the 
schmoozer) were there. I was a waiter and took or-
ders and did everything else when not serving. I 
worked there every day from 9am to midnight. They 
gave me a small/shed/cabin right down by the 
Namekagon River which was 300 ft. from the restau-
rant.  I loved sleeping at night by the sound of the 
gurgling river. 
Some of you may remember, we went to Turk’s Inn 
just before the place was sold and the food was not 
very good. Eventually, the land which was leased for 
100 years went back to the state if I remember it cor-
rectly. 
The name "TURK’S INN" was sold to a Brooklyn, NY 
operator and did well initially. 
Francis B. 

Alexis Vaubel Hernandez Abreu



Page 9 No. 158  Summer/Fall 2020 

My sister, Alexis, was born September 13, 1971 
and died September 21, 2020, the 75

th
 International 

Peace Day. Her passion was world music and dance 
in which she excelled from early childhood. She 
started playing classical cello, through the Suzuki 
method, at age 3, and also studied and danced clas-
sical ballet from elementary school onwards. In high 
school she started dancing with the Ethnic Dance 
theater, and planned to tour professionally after 
graduating, but chronic illness she contracted in Nic-
aragua prevented this. She especially loved dance 
from the Caucasus, Georgian and Armenian. She 
danced several years with the Armenian Dance thea-
ter at the Festival of Nations in the late 1980’s. 

In 1985, Alexis performed in the US and Moscow 
with Peace child, and in 1986, was the lead dancer 
in the US-Soviet Peace Child Tour, the first collabo-
ration of Us and Soviet youth to be allowed to per-
form in the US. They performed in 6 Soviet and 10 
US cities, singing in English and Russian with local 
choirs of 1000+ children in some cities.  Then CA 
governor George Deukmejian gave a glowing state 
welcome and personally introduced the Los Angeles 
performance, with a special welcome to the Stas 
Namin Group, the first Soviet rock band to tour the 
US, headed by Armenian-Russian rock legend, pho-
tographer and theater producer Stas Namin 
(Mikoyan), grandson of revolutionary Anastas Miko-
yan. The Peace Child show featured the Stas Namin 
song “We Wish You Happiness/ Мы желаем 
счастья вам”, which later became the #1 hit on the 
Soviet pop charts. As the lead US dancer, Alexis es-
pecially enjoyed working with the Soviet lead dancer, 
Tigran Nalbandyan. 

In high school, Alexis also played with many mu-
sical groups, including professionally with Electric 

Arab Orchestra, which played at the Fine Line and 
other Twin Cities music clubs (she was allowed to 
perform, though she would not have been allowed to 
attend as she was only 16 and 17 years old.) 
Throughout her life, she picked up different instru-
ments, playing Celtic, Arabic and Afro-Cuban music 
on Irish whistle and flute, Celtic harp, percussion, 
nai, accordion, and more. She also collaborated on 
original music created for theater, especially at In the 
Heart of the Beast Theater.  

She was a fervent peace and social justice activ-
ist. As her cousin Anne Vilen said, “Alexis was, even 
as a child, that gentle, fierce, steady musical note 
beating a drum for a better world.” In high school she 
was very active in peace and justice movements, es-
pecially in Central and South America, traveling to 
Nicaragua to work with Sandinista youth, working for 
peace in El Salvador, and against apartheid in South 
Africa. 

She met her husband Raudemar Ofunshi while 
studying abroad through the U of MN in Havana. Af-
ter a several-years of challenging legal battles Ofun-
shi was able to come to MN, where they married and 
had three children: Akin (now age 16), Oya (14), and 
Osumare (11), who all grew up steeped in the fami-
ly’s love of international dance and music.  

During her 3½ year battle with cancer, she was 
supported by a loving community of family and 
friends. Our entire family thanks the ACOM commu-
nity for your generous support during this time: You 
have made delicious meals, gave generous dona-
tions, and so much emotional support.  

Alexis was a proud member of the Qawalangin 
Tribe of Unalaska, AK. She was also deeply con-
nected to her Cuban family, and her final wish was to 
rest there beside the parents of her husband. We will 
be bringing her to Cuba as soon as COVID re-
strictions allow. 

—Kassian Mmabatho Vaubel 

 

 

Alexis Vaubel Hernandez Abreu 
September 13, 1971—September 21, 2020 

Our Peace Child died on Peace Day 

 We hope to Zoom in with you and my mom 
soon!!  I’ll watch for 
opportunities!!  

 
 

Our family’s 4-
generation picture. 
From L to R: Armeny, 
Lisa, Alex, baby 
Reese 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
(Continued from page 7) 

*********************************** 
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The Armenian Dance Ensemble has been representing Armenian Culture through Dance 
and Music for over 25 years. Below is our schedule so far this year. 

Unfortunately, all performances were cancelled this year due to Covid-19 

If you have in interest in Armenian dance, if you have danced in the past, or have never danced but really would 
like to learn and participate, this would be a good time to give it a try.  All the dances are taught, and costumes pro-
vided.  It is a volunteer activity and we only ask for your time commitment.  Rehearsals are typically held on Sundays 
at 1:00 pm in Roseville.  Remember:  you do not need to be Armenian to become a member of the dance group, just 
a desire to learn and enjoy  Armenian music and dance.   

Note:  if you wish to perform with the group, you need to purchase your own “character shoes” and be ready to 
wear makeup and perform without eyeglasses. 

For additional information, call Naïry:  651-639-9346 or email:  hyebar@yahoo.com 

ACOM  BOARD  MEMBERS  2020-21 
President:     John P-D.B. 
Vice President: open 
Past President:   Naïry D. 
Secretary:     Lynne G. 
Treasurer:     Naïry D. 
Members at Large:  Patty K , Kass V., Sarah E., Mark W.,  
                                  Annie W. 
Webmaster & Newsletter Editor:  Terry M. 

Board Advisor:   Tom K. 
 
Any ACOM dues-paid member who is interested in serving 
on the Board is welcome to contact us:  
www.mnarmenians.org 
Likewise, get in touch with us if you have comments, sug-
gestions or would like to submit an article for an upcoming 
ACOM Newsletter. 

DATE DAY TIME EVENT 

14-Mar Sat 12.40 pm Festival of Nations  preview 

9-Apr Thu 7:00 PM Jones-Harrison Residence 

4/30, 5/1,2,3  Festival of Nations 

29-Aug Sat 12; 1:30 MN State Fair  

20-Sep Sun 7:00 PM Edinborough Park Amphitheater 

ARMENIAN DANCE ENSEMBLE (ADE) 

RESUMES REHEARSALS ON LINE 

Spring and Summer have come and are gone, 
and ADE members were missing their by-monthly 
rehearsal times and starting to forget dances ???? 
maybe ???  Not only the Festival of Nations and the 
State Fair where ADE typically performs each year 
were cancelled, but another 10 venues also decided 
not to have any performances from outside vendors 
and cancelled all dance performances.  ADE conse-
quently did not perform anywhere this year ! 

The immediate solution became “rehearsals on- 
line through ZOOM” and our first one was Sunday, 
August 9

th
.  It was great for all of us to see each oth-

er’s faces, visit and go through dances to refresh our 
memories.  Our plan is to continue these rehearsals 
which will give us a chance to stay in touch with each 
other and keep our Armenian choreographed dances 
better engrained in our brains. 

ARMENIAN DANCE LESSONS ON LINE 

Since no actual, in-person dances are happening 
these days, I decided to teach simple Armenian 
folkdance steps on-line.  The first class was Sunday, 
August 30

th
 at 2pm, followed by one on September 

27
th
, and another on October 25th. These sessions 

are now planned to take place on ZOOM on the last 
Sunday of each month, starting at 2 pm and lasting 
about 40 minutes.  Steps will be explained and 
demonstrated, and then the participants will be able 
to do them with the music, in the “comfort” of their 
own homes. These will not be choreographed danc-
es.  Upcoming planned ZOOM sessions are:  No-
vember 29, December 27. 

There has been substantial interest for this event 
on-line, and the participants for the first class were 
Armenians and non-Armenians alike, some of whom 
were from as far as New Mexico and California.  If 
anyone is interested in receiving the link in order to 
participate, send me an email and I will add your 
name to the list. The ZOOM invitation will come to 
you about 2-4 days before the event.   

Email Naïry @ yekibdos@gmail.com   

http://www.mnarmenians.org
mailto:yekibdos@gmail.com


Page 11 No. 158  Summer/Fall 2020 

2013 

  ACOM  2020  PAID  MEMBERS 
ARMENIAN  CULTURAL  ORGANIZATION  OF 

MINNESOTA — ACOM 
 

MISSION   STATEMENT 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
1)  To provide programs and events which encourage its 
members to learn Armenian culture, language, history and 
heritage. 
 
2)  To provide programs of Armenian culture, language,  
history and heritage for the general Minnesota area. 
 
3)  To provide an environment which encourages partici-
pation of all Armenians, their relations and friends who 
have an interest in Armenian culture, regardless of reli-
gious, political or social differences, and to promote har-
mony among its members. 
 
4)  To provide periodic gatherings and meetings for the 
cultural furtherance of the Armenian people, their relations 
and friends who have an interest in Armenian culture with-
in the general Minnesota area. 
 
CONSTITUTION 
 
The Armenian Cultural Organization of Minnesota 
(ACOM) preserves and promotes Armenian culture, lan-
guage, history and heritage in Minnesota and the upper 
Midwest. Founded in 1980 and headquartered in St. Paul, 
ACOM is the oldest and largest Armenian  organization in 
the state. 
 
ACOM welcomes everyone, regardless of ethnic, reli-
gious, or political affiliation, who takes an interest in Arme-
nia and Armenians. Our members include first-generation 
through fourth-generation Minnesota Armenians, their 
families, and non-Armenian friends of the community. 
 
ACOM’s numerous cultural and social events include  
Armenian dance parties (Gaghant), guest speakers,  folk 
dance lessons and performances by the Armenian Dance 
Ensemble of Minnesota, Genocide commemorations, 
summer picnics, and series of Interviews of Presenters 
talking about their heritage. ACOM also sponsors all Ar-
menian activities at the International Institute’s Festival of 
Nations, a major regional folk festival held annually in St. 
Paul. Minnesota Armenians were founding participants in 
1932; today, the Festival is ACOM’s most visible public 
venue. 
 
As an independent, 501 (c)3 non-profit organization, 
ACOM is supported primarily by membership dues and 
private donations. Gifts to ACOM are tax-deductible to the 
extent permissible by law. 

Andeweg; George, Jeanne 

Aram; Connie, George 

Aroutiunian; Margarita    Usitalo; Steven 

Arslan; Arnold 

Asgian; Phil 

Azarian; Martin, Donna, Adriana 

Badman; Jeanne 

Baradaran-Cafesjian; Kathleen, Jaff 

Bulbulian; Francis, Barbara 

Charchian; Aram, Ruth 

Daniels; Kathleen    Myers; Marcie, Mari 

Digris; Naïry   McGibbon; Terry   Hassetts 

Erickson; Bradley 

Erickson; Leroy, Cynthia 

Erickson; Mitchell, Sarah 

Favre; Margaret, Jim 

Gauro; Boghos, Lana & family 

Gildensoph; Lynne 

Gregorian; Henry, Laurel 

Hajinian; Peter, Brooke & family 

Hayes; Adrienne, Jim 

Hayes; Jackie    Nelson; Mike & family 

Hayes; Michelle & family 

Howard; Molly   Lincoln; Nash and family 

Izmirian; Peter 

Johnson; Andrea, Lowell 

Kardashian; Patty, Viguen 

Kaye; Alfred 

Keljik; Jeff, Susan 

Keljik; Tom    Collins; Jennifer 

Keljik; Mark    Grantz; Caren 

Kourajian; Art 

Matossian; Lou Ann 

Meketarian; Martin, Mara & family 

Mesrobian; Azad, Karen 

Ohannesian; Judy  Tiffany; Doug & family 

Olesen; Linnea 

Parker-Der Boghossian; John,    Pounds, Jim 

Poritsky; Joan 

Rith-Najarian; Janet, Steve 

Savayan; Peka, Maria,    Anderson; Stephen 

Vaubel; Kass, Carol, Jamaica P. 

Wells; Annie 

Wiersbeck; Mark 

Wiersbeck; Sarah 

Ylitalo; Caroline, David & family 

If you have not yet re-
newed your member-
ship, and would like to 
do so, please use the 
form on the back of the 
Newsletter to mail your 
check.  Let us know if 
you are interested in 
receiving a copy of the 
Board Member biog-
raphies.  Email your 
request to: 

hyebar@yahoo.com 
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1703 Skillman Avenue West 

Roseville, MN 55113 

MinneHyeLites is emailed to all and distributed via USPS only to those who request it. 
This saves ACOM considerable printing and mailing costs. If you would like to receive 
your newsletter via email, just send your email address to hyebar@yahoo.com  

 We’re on the Web 

www.mnarmenians.org 

mailto:hyebar@yahoo.com
http://mnarmenians.org

